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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1704(b). 

Status 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) M Claim(s) 29-61 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 29-61 is/are rejected. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requiremerrts of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 29-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e)) as being anticipated by 
Yamagami et al (5,644,539). 

As per claim 29, Yamagami et al disclose the invention substantially as claimed, 
comprising: 

A system interface unit (4) which cames out interface with a host system (2) via 
an external bus (3); 

A controller (5) coupled with the system interface which analyzes commands 
received by the system interface from the host system and controls operations to be 
performed within the storage device; and 
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A non-volatile semiconductor memory (8) coupled with the controller, wherein the 
non-volatlile semiconductor memory is electrically erasable and electrically 
programmable and stores data from the host system via the system interface, and 

Wherein, in response to a read command received by the system interface unit, 
the controller carries out concurrent operations of data transferring of data after data 
processing to the host system via the system interface unit and of data transferring of 
subsequent data for data processing from the non-volatile semiconductor memory to the 
controller. (See Fig. 1, col. 4, lines 25 -56, col. 12. lines 38-45). 

As per claims 30-31 , Yamagami et al further disclose wherein the concurrent 
operations of the data transferring of data after the data processing to the host system 
via the system interface unit and of data transferring of subsequent data for the data 
processing from the non-volatile semiconductor memory are carried out by two 
memories and by the controller. (See Fig. 1 and col. 4, lines 25-56). 

As per claims 32-35, Yamagami et al further disclose wherein one of the two 
memories is a non-volatile semiconductor memory which is a flash memory. (See Fig. 
1, col. 12, lines 38-45). 

As per claims 36-39, Yamagami et al further disclose wherein one of the two 
memories is coupled with the controller via a first memory bus and the other is coupled 
with the controller via a second memory bus.... (See Fig. 1). 

As per claim 40, this claim is also rejected under the same rationale as set forth 
in claim 29. 



Application/Control Number: 10/748,156 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2133 

As per claims 41-42, these claims are also rejected under the same rationale as 
set forth in claims 30-31 . 

As per claims 43-46, these claims are also rejected under the same rationale as 
set forth in claims 32-35. 

As per claims 47-50, these claims are also rejected under the same rationale as 
set forth in claims 36-39. 

As per claims 51 , these claims are also rejected under the same rationale as set 
forth In claims 29 and 40, 

As per claims 52-53, these claims are also rejected under the same rationale as 
set forth in claims 30-31 and 41-42. 

As per claim 54-57, these claims are also rejected under the same rationale as 
set forth in claims 32-35 and 43-46. 

As per claims 58-61 , these claims are also rejected under the same rationale as 
set forth in claims 36-39 and 47-50. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 29-61 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phung My Chung whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3818. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Albert Decady can be reached on 571-272-3819. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). / , 

( Phung l\l^y Chung 

Primary l^atCTit Examiner 
Art Unit 2133 



